
Community Based Economic Development (CBED) 
provides resources that supports community-based 
enterprises with the opportunity to revitalize their 
communities through collabrative efforts among 
residents and organizations. 

Through its various economic development initiatives, 
CBED has provided more than $5M to community 

economic development organizations and assists 
more than 1000 people annually.

Community Economic 
Development Planning
CBED takes an active role in facilitating the self
governance of the economic development plan-
ning process for communities. Communities
provide the impetus for development of strategic
plans for each of their regions. CBED provides
assisance with accessing federal funds to help
communities fulfill their visions. Also, the pro-
gram fosters the development of partnerships
and collaboration among various public and pri-
vate sectors to acheive their goals. Some of the
federal partnerships are with:
• HUD Empowerment Zone Application
• EPA Sustainable Island-based 

Development Plan
• EDA Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy

Empower Oahu - 
Community 
Investment Fund
• Provides matching city funds 

at $7 for every City $1 invested
• Attracts almost $6.5M from 

other sources
• Creates or retains over 175 jobs 
• Creates or expands 

over 115 businesses
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“The CBED program in OED has provided invaluable assistance 
to the Hawaii Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development 
in our work to support Empower Oahu, The Institute for Community
Economic Empowerment and other comprehensive, community-based 
initiatives. These efforts directly impact our resident by creating and 

retaining jobs and businesses that match community values.”

— Hawaii Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development

“Today is just the beginning 
of a completely new approach 

to government. 
And it’s an approach, 

I think, that is long in coming. 
Basically what we want to do 
is empower the communities, 

the neighborhoods, 
to be the ones to determine 

what their future should be.”

—  Mayor Jeremy Harris 
September 1998
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